Tie Gospel Iessenger, 


SOUTIISRN EPISCOPAL REGISTER. 


Vor, X 





TAWUARY, 1833. NO. 109. 





The Edilors to their Readers. 

IN commencing their labour at the beginning of another year. the Editors would 
feien believe, that the Grospel Messenger has been usetully employed in laying 
before its readers much interesting religious intelligence, and many instructive 
essays and communications, original and selected, on various important subjects 
The Lditofsa re convinced, by experience, that the exigencies of the Chureh require 
it to have a periodical of its own, in which they may communicate whatever con- 
cerns tts members, and what they could not reasonably expect that other papers 
would insert. This local object they have steadily kept in view; while, at the 
sane time, they have endeavoured to promote tlie sacred cause of Christian mo- 
ralily, and to extend a knowledge of the “truth as it is in Jesus.’ They have not 
siruak from the obligation and responsibilty, of explaining, defending, and enfore- 
ing, the doctrines, discipline, worship, and order of the Church to which they 
belong, and have often broug!t to the notice of their readers, the various impor- 
tant ecclesinstical institutions, with which it is intimately connected. The grati- 
fying sperity of the General Theological Seminary: the extensive operations 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society: and the General Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Union, so deeply important to the rising generation. 
have been frequently broug)t to the notice of their readers, as well as the religious 
institutions, more tinmediately connected with the Church in this diocese, 

The readers of the Gospel Messenger wilt remember, that the services of the 
Editors are wholly gratuitous; neither claiming nor receiving any other Pemunera- 
tion, than what arises from a consciousness of having endeavoured, according tu 
their means, to promote the moral happiness of Society, and the everlasting inter 
ests of their fellow men. If any profits should arise from the publication, they 
are to be ‘applied to Missionary purposes within the State” But it is a cause 
of deep regret to be constreined to remark, that the income at present, is at best, 
but barely sufficient to defray the expenses which they necessarily contract with 
the Publisher. The Editors, therefore, feel themselves called upon to solicit from 
the pious liberality of Episcopalians, an increased patronage for the Gospel Mes 
senger, to enable them to make it more extensively useful, and to place it within 
their power to contribute, annually, something, however small, to the advance 


ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in their native State. 
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On the Greatness of God, [ Jan 


ON THE GREATNESS OF GOD, 
A PINCKNEY LECTURE. 
Delivered St Philip’s Church, Nov. Mth, 1832, by the Rev. P. T. Keith, Recto: 
of Prince George’s Winyaw. 
Psalm, exitv. 3, 

‘‘ Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.” 

[It is a difficult task to tell the greatness of the Lord. The diffi- 
culty consi-ts not in the scarcity, but in the abundanee of the ma- 
terials ; aud, more especially, in the transcendant character of that 
greatness itself The diffidence which might be felt in attempting 
what has been executed by abler hands, at the same call which has 
convened us to day, taust vield to such considerations, for in vain 
have even the votaries of learning and science essayed to display 
the full proportions of that Majesty before which angels veil th ir 
faces. And if the sense that vothmg new can now he olfered jor 
consideration should chill the present performance with the fear of 
utter tuutility, how should such despondence vanish before the re- 
flection that the subject is no new thing y that God, in his greatuess, 
is “the same yesterday, to day, and forever;” that there has been 
no accession to his grandeur, because there could be none: and that 
the ascriptions to his might in heaven this day, must be the same, as 
when first the morning stars sang tegether, or the earliest voices of 
the heavenly hosts burst forth into the grand and universal tribute, 
“ Holy, holy, hely, Lord God Almighty.” That greatness stands 
upon a rock which hes eternity for its base, aud from whatever 
pore\ of that eternity we commence the asecnt, whether from a 
point millions of ages past or millions of aves in futurity, we can 
but reach one summit, that summit where rests the awful majesty of 
Jehovah. Of such a subject nothing can be new, and if the discov- 
eries of science occasionally preseut us with further illustrations, 
however admiring man may pause to adore, they impart not the 
slightest novelty to the character itself of that greatness, which 
uniform and eternal stands. This greatness, the oceaston ealls upon 
us to consider, and the text emphatically declares, “ great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised, and ns greatness is unsearchable.” 

Godas great in himself, and great in lis operations, while the un- 
searchable character of that grcatness is an evidence of its extent. 

When God is cousidered in himself, nothing ike an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the subject can be pretended, as this could be de- 
rived only from revelation, and hehas not chosen thus to reveal him- 
self. Only the general outline of bis high atrributes has been given, 
perhaps because further revelation would be useless, as incompre- 
hensible, and perhaps essentiotly wrong, aus tmconsistent, in some 
manner, with the perlections of the Godhead. A nearer aequaint- 
ance than be has chosen to reveal in his werd, he has uniforaly 
withheld, and pomredly refused. When Moses, in reply to his voice 
from the burning bush, asked who it was he should tell the Isracl- 
ites had sent him to them, the answer was significant as sublime 
“Tam that bam.” While human language could not perhaps have 
expressed majesty more strongly, it was at once a declaration by 
Jehovah, that his nature was uot a subject for man’s knowledge. 
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The truth of my being, is enough for them to know: as to my na- 
ture *Lamthat Lam;” as to my existence, it is enough that “I am 
hath sent me unto you.” The Almighty, in this language, throws 
a veil between himself and us, but itis a veil which, while it shields 
him from our scrutiny, does not obscure the grand outline, “Lam! 
how immense the figure presented to the imagination? A like 
cours: it pleased Je hovah to pursue at Sinai. “ And*the Lord said 
unto Moses, Lo! I come unto thee ina thick cloud, that the people 
may hear when FE speak with thee, and believe thee forever.” © The 
Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount 
Sinai, and thou shalt set boueds unto the people round about, sily- 
ing, take heed to yourse Ives, that ye go not up into the mount, or 
touch the border of it” T lide declaration of the sacredness of the 
mount, While the sanctuary of the Glorious Presence, was another 
lesson of the mystery of the Almighty, and conveyed again this 
warning language to the Israclites—as to my nature and the mode 
of my existence, remember, it is enough, “dam that Lam; while 
the sounds and the sights giving evidence of his being to their sen- 
ses, in the awful majesty of their display, presented again the grand 
outhine of “Lam.” Thus while an intimate knowl dge of God as 
he is is withheld from man, yet sufficient is reveiled to amaze his 
contemplation, and elicit the exelam: ition, “great is the Lord.” 
However the subject may be regarded, there is one pervading idea 
connected with it, which belongs only to greatness of the highest 
order. ft is this, that in all its relations it ts infinite. Reflecting 
ou the Almighty in the only way allowed us, that ts, in his attributes, 
this grand idea fills up the entire view. Where docs he exist? In 
infinity of time and space. What is his power? Infinite. What 
his knowledge ? Lufinite. These notions of amazing grandeur so 
crowd upon the mind, that it is forced to pause that it may realize, 
That pause, that forced stop and silent struggle of the mind, is 
eloquent, much more eloquent than words, for it labours with great- 
bess unutterable. It is this stupendous character of infinity, the 
greatness which seems to belong to it, that has led some who have 
been called philosophers, to teach that the universe was God, or 
“that the asseinblage of all existence” in its apparent infinite va- 
riety, “constituted the divine essence:” yet what a determined de- 
gradation of the couception would this seem, when, admitting 
the idea of a God at all, this assemblage of all existence points 
immediately to the truth! Its seeming infinity, while it caused 
amazement, could create no reverence, for senseless, inert, passive 
matier, however extended, never could command this; but these 
very characteristics pointed directly to a Creator, and the seeming 
infinity in the evident effect, illustrated and exalted the infinity of 
the cause. Infinity ina mere effect, while it creates admiration, 
directs that entire admiration to its cause, and thus the admiration 
which the assemblage of all existence creates is lost to itself, and 
centers in Jehovah. But itis not with metaphysical subtlety that 
the subject must be handled. It is too lofty for this; and when the 
poor wit of man begins to offer its tribute in the exercise of its in- 
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genujty, there is asensible sinking below the oceasion. There was 
no subtle disquisition employed, nor Was MH acute arguients 
which produced the eflect, when God said “FE Am.” ba ocesrdiny 
simplicity let uw merely be stated that God ts, and then follows | 
crowd of sublime conceptions, Since God is, be ts eternity occu. 
potent, omniscient, omnipresent. Since God ts, lie ts totiniteiy w ose, 
infinitely good, tnfinitely holy. As much as we way gather of | 
nature and existence from these his attributes, it is eiven as io 


know, for all these are necessarily tinplied in the grand revchiuion 
‘i Am.” Here it is that buman iitelligence must pause to vpacy 
the truth. Does it not, however, pause tu vain? bs tt capable of 


fairly grappling with the subject, so us completely to realize ii? Ue 
rouses its energies to the task; it strives to exp ind iseli to the oe. 
causion; it struggles to compass the height, and breath, and depth 
of the greatness of God; but, contouoded and in genie r. is forced 
to say, it “is unsearchable.” Yet this failure, so fur from detract- 
ing from the subject, berghtens its effect, as it is certain ly an evi- 
denee to us of the extent of that greatness. Tt is not owing to 
weakness of invention that we cannot compass the suljeet, for we 
are not sent out upon any discovery. [Tt ts revel athon itself that we 
cannotrealize. Itis a matter which has been told to us, and all we 
have to do ts to think of what we have heard with our ears. Nei. 
ther is tt that there is any confusion in the subject, because, as far 
as our faculties can reach, itis all plain enough. When God tetls 
us he is eternal, we can leok back, and we can look forward, aud 
perf etly realize thousands of years on either side. We can make 
another effort, and realize chousands more Iu this way our own 
powers distinetly shew us that the thing may be; our reason tell. us 
that, with regard to God, it must be. Another effort then, and we 
recilize some thousands more. In vain, in vain! the mind must 
find some stopping place. It may rise again to r ake another eflort, 
but again wust sink, for with its narrow faculties it must meet with 
sowe limit to the reach of its conceptions. Yet what has it learned 
by its efforts?) thas learned that it must be se. Whenever it sunk 
in its struggles, it yet saw the path stretching endless before it. 
There, further on, is that eternity; another bound, still there it 
stretches interminably. How grand the fabne of tinagination where 
conception ceases! ‘There, seatedat the utmost lnmit of its stretch, 
the mind-sends forth its fancy to expatiate in those regions: yet, tar 
as she may speed her course, she@an find no resting place, and re- 
turus, a weary dove, to ler ark. How immeasurably grand then, 
the very truth that God’s * ewe is unsearchable!?— [t is thus 
with the other attributes of God. Power, knowledge, presence, 
are qualities we clearly comprehend. Increase them ten or a lun- 
dred told, and we still can comprehend; but streteh them out to in- 
finity, and contemplate theretn God as omnipotence, omniscience 
and omuipresence, and the mind again sinks, and, looking out from 
its diminutiveness upon the surrounding though boundless wonders, 
exclaums, bow supremely and how awfully great is the vnscarchable- 


ness of God! 
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God is great also in his operations. Those operations as ex- 
hibited im creation, are a standing monument of his grandeur. 
Jo produce a universe from nothing, is to exhibit to our con- 
ceptions the most sublime display of greatness. The exten, the 
variety, the skill of the operation, its beauty and its order, all rise 
up tn attestation, and bewilder us with amazing and crowded evi- 
dence. Solid and fluid, matter and motion, life, spirit, worlds be- 
youd worlds spread out through infinite space, all stand forth to bid 
us be still and wonder. ‘Thus overwhelmed, let us look for a mo- 
ment at a benutiful feature of this greatness. Whole all these wou- 
ders were starting into being at the Almighty nod, there was no 
creature here to apprehend the mighty operation. To have a wit- 
ness, and to complete bis glories, the Almighty meditated his last 
aud greatest work, and man then came forth. placed in “this tem- 
ple of God, this lower world, as the priest of nature, to offerup the 
inecnse Of thanks and praise, for the mute and the tnsensible part 
of creation.” Yet! when the Almighty’s fiat bade this world to be, 
its giant bulk was spread be tore him; the infinite varieties of a 
surfucestood torth, See its mighty oceans and its cloud-capt moun- 
tuns, see its glassy lakes and smiling meadows, its forests aud its 
streams. What beauty and what granduer are exhibited! yet no 
voice is heard expressive of wouder and of praise. Behold a new 
reation come forth, auntmated with life and motion. Bouodmg over 
its face, darting through us waters, or poised in its atmosphere, 
suddenly appear creatures “iostinet of lite.” A new subject of ad- 
miration ts thus preseuted, in the wonders and varieties of the ani- 
mal kingdom. Is the voice of praise now heard?) Does the peo- 
pled air send forth astrain?) The great leviathan and all the subjects 
of his ocean kingdom send up their praises from the deop? and the 
crowded forest add its tribute? Mite are these thousand tonyues, 
too dull these thousand natures, to see and feel the new born vlories 


of creation. The morning stars sang together, but their tribute of 


praise was the expressive silence of their harmony and order, 
Creation is not yet complete. God said “let us make man,” and 
man stood forth—he stood alone, amidst the mvriads of the new 
production. Yet did his single voice raise the hymnof praise. His 
was the only bosom that could feel the beauty, and was alive to the 
religion of the scenery. His was the only soul upon the earth. 
He looked upon the land and the waters, he looked upon the moun- 
tainand the stream. He looked upon the heavens as they declared 
the glory of God, and the firmament as it showed his h: andy work ; 
he looked upon the morning stars as they sang together in their 
niute harmony, and his soul was fired by the fervid poetry of reli- 
gion. He raised his voice, and then was heard the first aces nt of 
praise to God from earth. Glory to God then swelled the adoring 
strains, for a soul was found to apprehend his works, and a tongue 
to chaunt his praise. ‘Thus strikingly was beauty mingled wit! the 
majesty of his work, in illustration, not only of the separate exist- 
ence, but of the harmony of his high attributes. There was lx auty 
in the enstalment of this “high priest of the lower world,” but 
there was also amazing greatness displayed. ‘What a curious 
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creature is man!” a compound production of transcendant skill. 4 
portion of matter quickeved into motion, and animated by Spirit, 
endowed with soul, but it were endless to detail the evidence of 
the greatness of God as presented by creation. Look out upon the 

earth as far as human vision can reach, and say if all the wouders 


within that little cireuit can soon be tuld.  Lmegine then for an in- 
Look out upon the sun, 


stant the wonders of the entire globe. 
which, both by its revelations and in itself, so sublimely blazons the 


glories of the Creator. Look out upon the nocturnal heavens, and 
see those thousand suns which blazon the same through space eter- 
Regard creation then, as well in its harmony, as in its beuuds 
less extent. Take the planetary system alone, and how grind und 
sublime the straits of this “ music of the spheres!” “ Great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be pratsed; and his greatness is upseare!iable,” 
Yes! here too unrearchable. We have seen, with regard to God 
considered in himself, that the unsearchable character of his great- 
ness, is an evidence of its extent. Aud so it is here; for neither 
here are we seut upon evuy discovery, nor is there confusion in the 
subject itself, though God is unfathomable in creation. Greated 
objects are all ahnet us; we are not required to go aud find them, 
Here they are in the most siriking beauty and order of arrangement, 
The truth of creation is thus irresistible, yet, with the truth plain be- 
fore our eyes, it is incomprehensible. How were all things pro- 
duced? God said, let worlds be, and giant worlds are. How great 
that operation which we cannot undertand even when informed, 
aud when the effect is before us for inspection ! The earth is 
covered with millions of vegetables, aud they are so minute, that 
perhaps they are entirely within the reach of our comprehension. 
Yet how do they grow? Who can explain this? They are daily 
growing before us; we may take them into our hands, and subject 
the in to the closest luspe ction, but they continue an énigma. Now 
this process Is going on in each one of countless millions. Let man 
explain even himself. How are soul and body connected? Let 
him even.say how it is volition directs his movements. He wills to 
raise his arm, wnd it rises. How did his will operate upon the 
member? In this way may we proceed until we are utterly conu- 
founded by the wonders of unsearchableness. If then in all things 
about us, both great and small, there is the display of power, skill, 
and wisdom which we can not fathom, though the effects are com- 
pletely within our reach, is not the greatness of God in creation 
wonderfully magnified in our estimation? Consider the millions 
and tens of millions of these amazing mysteries which now exist in 
the wide range between suns and planets, and au insect, or a leaf, 
and see how sublimely great is the unsearchableness of God. 

The operatious of God are not confined to the work of erestion, 
for we may trace his greatness also iv the conduct of his prgwidence. 
God’s government of his vast creation is a truth essentialto his ex- 
istence. ‘To suppose that he does not govern is to Assert that he 
created to no purpose, so that as long as we see his creatures, we 
know that_ his rule is operating. May it not have been, among 
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other reasons, for the purpose of displaying this truth to men, that 
he once took a nation trom among the people of the earch visibly 
under his government 4 It was doubtless to maintain his glory ; 
but might he vot bave seen that his glory w ould be exalted by the 
very circumstance of the sensible illustration of his rule?) Whether 
for the purpose of making the revelation or not, it was a revelation, 
and we now know that God rules his creatures. It is uot the de- 
duction of reason alone. Now conremplate, if possible, a govern- 
ment extended over the universe. How overwhelumnog the thought! 
Let us again, for a moment, seek relief from our amazement, in 
contemplating an interesting feature of this greatness. God's gov- 
ernment is infinite; of “his dominion there is no end” in spece. 
Are not we then too tusiguificant for his notice, and are we not 
driven unheeded through existence?) No! the very hairs of our 
head are numbered. We are not forgotten amidst the cares of tis 
immense dominions, but in all the pains and woes of this troubled 
life, God’s providence segards us, aud his havd upholds. Comfort- 
ing and strengthening as is the reflection, how strikingly again is 
illustrated the harmony of God’s attributes! While we are com- 
pelled to recognize benevolence tn this circumstance, how vastly 
dos it exaltthe greatness of Jehovah! Nothing too vast, and noth- 
ing too diminutive, for his immediate and simultaneous notice. 
How peculiarly constituted that tmtelligeuce which nothing can 
limit, and nothing escape; to which a universe is as an atom, and 
an atom as a universe! ‘Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised ; and his greatness is unsesrehable.”” Were it not unsearch- 
able here, he would be scarce more than man, for could we trace him 
through infinity of space, there would, in knowledge, be other Gods 
than one. Here again the mind is left in wonder, and fancy sent 
forth to expatiate. But short is her search and speedy her return. 
Not only is his providence unscarchable however, 1 the extent of 
its range, but in its profound wisdom. On this earth “how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” If 
the order of providence here were submitted to our discretion, how 
differently should we arrange many occurrences and events. Yet 
isthere error no where, for the plan proceeds, and the grand ma- 
chinery is undisturbed. We can see only the minuter portions, and 
have no comprehension of their reference to the one majestic whole. 
[fn the moral world our arrangement would frequently be different 
from that which we see, and in the natural world, we should stop 
the pestilence and the hurricane, and make the early and the latter 
rain perfectly uniform. In our hands then, and left to our wisdom, 
swift distruction would desolate the globe. Thus the conduet of 
providence before our eves we cunnot fathom, and the wisdom ope- 
rating at our very duvors is unsearchable. Whether therefore in its 
wide reach, or in its profound depth, the unsearchableness of God’s 
providence is a powerful testimontal of his greatness. 

We cannot omit a passing notice of the greatnesss of God, as ex- 
hibited in the operations of his grace. One only prominent view 
shall here he presented—the greatness of God in redemption. Here 
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God appears great in: power, in his triumph over the kingdom of 
darkness; great in concepuon, in the means by which he has pre- 
vatled; and unsearchably great in every aspect of the subject. Not 
only among men is this greeatness recognized and celebrated, for 
the nerarchy of heaven desired to. look into nt, their deputation an- 
nounced tt upouw earth, and now the eternal chorus rings above— 
* Worthy is the lamb that was slain to receive honour, and glory, 
and blessing.” 
Sublimer views of the subject, doubtless, than those which have 
now been presented, filled the pious viston of the founder of this 
lecture. and while the singeere acknowledgement is thus made, allow 
mie to endeavour to make some amends for the failure fairly to 
represent Lim, by off-riag my humble tribute to his name and mem- 
ory. Pervaps the modesty with whieh he introduced inte his will," 
the name ot a distinguished founder of stmtlar mstiutions in Great- 
Britian, would have shrunk from the appellation of the Boyle of 
Amecica; but the piety which tofluenced bimy and his worth, richly 
entitle him to such companionship: and now that no delicacy should 
restrain, freely will we speak of Pinekuey and of Boyle. How 
blest has been the lot of this zealous advocate of the cause of Goad! 
Respected, honoured, and beloved, be descended to the grave, li iv- 
ing a good name and worldly blessings, as a heritage for his ehil- 
dren; above all he left to them the lasting mondment of this cay. 
And were are the children thus honoured 1 their ancertor 2?) Look 
to a nation’s archives; look to the hearts and eyes of the co. i- 
nity; look among the jewels in the Chureh’s diadem. “Chiidron 
arc an heritage of the Lord,” and rich was the heritage of our 
Boyle. Atl, fall.of years, and full of honours, and full of blessings, 
have gone; and were a svilable attered agaivst their fair fame, 
there would instantly arise, through a wide spread region of this 
western world, “ millions for dcefence.”t Looking down upon these 
posthumous blesstugs, Carolina’s Boyle still must chaunt his fa- 
vourite psalm. Where are his remoter descendants? But living 
worth is a plant too delicate to be touched. It is enough that we 
are liere to day; and may the honorably charged “ mansion” pre- 
serve this celebration along with its own existence, or should its 
venerable walls be destined to crumble, may that spirit of Pinckney 
still survive, which will rear, even from its ruius, this monument to 
the greatness and goodness of God. 
° . 

*To encourage and promote religions and virtuous practices and principles 
among us, end to raise an ardent love of the Deny in us and in orde to excite an 
emulation in ny wo hy countrymen, whose abilities and fortunes will better 


enable thereto, for establishing lectures among us, in bumble imitation of these 
founded by the Hon. Mr Boyle, in Great B itian: I do hereby. cha ge my said 
Mansion Ho se and land &c. with the payment of five guineas yearly, and every 
yesr unto such lecturer, &e And if [might be permitted to indulge a wish in 
this matter, 1 would hombly presume to pount out the whole of the 145th psalm as 


a proper ‘ext for the first sermon.—E£xtract from the will of Chief Justice Pinckney. 


t The celebrated words of Gen. C. C. Pinckney, a son of the founder of this 
Lecture. 
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I is not ouly hos own descendants this provision is calculated to 
bless; its not only one generation 3 perhaps, in its example, not 
only one community. His pious wish “to exeite an emulation in 
hi. worthy aeag naxge™ may yet be blessed ; and his anxiety “to 
rose an ardout love of the Deity in-us,” will assure dly not be 
wholly disappormted, for God in his provide nee and might will not 
alow such piety to go unrewarded. Can this community then fail 
to regard with atfectieu that venerable mansion, connected as it is 
with the cause of God and man, and feel that it is alinost a conse- 
crated temple? Can its tnhabitants ever fail to cateh that spirit of 
their ancestor, which his last words assure them he has mingled 
with ats walls!) Virtoe, philanthropy, religion, all gather around to 
wisi It perpetuity, that remotest generations may rise up to call its 
latest, as well as earliest proprietor blesssed. 

- <j — 
BISHOP BOWEN’S MATRICULATION SERMON. 


The Sermon delivered by Bishop Bowen in St. Peter's Chapel, 
New-Yo k, on the late oecasion of the matriculation of the new 
class of Students in our General Semiuary, was from I. hess. 
iv 3. “his is the will of God, even your sanctification.” Hav- 
ing reviewed the nature, necessity, means and ‘motives of holi- 
ness, the preacher concluded with the following reflections; which 
we have obtained for publication, because they convey counsel 
that may be useful for theological students any where else, as 
well as in our seminary. 

“The subject, to which, as seeming appropriate to the occasion, 
had invited your thoughts, and which | am aware might, in a 
manner far mere worthy of its importance, and more instructively 
have beew treated, admits of a seasouable application to the case 
of those who are entering on their course of sacred study, prepora- 
tery tothe service of God in the ministry of his Church. They 
need not be told, that as with respect to all “ who name the aume of 
Christ.” as his believing disc iples, “the will of God concerning 
them is their sanctification,” so as to them in a manner strongly 
peculiar, must this divine requisition be presumed. They are con- 
templating to hold a place in the house-hold of faith, as conspicu- 
ous as important, and their own desire and prayer for themselves, 
cannot be supposed less earnest than ours, that they may sustain 
that relation with all the honour and all the effect, for which ability 
and grace may be given them of God. In entering on their pre- 
paration for it, they feel we may confidently trust, all the solicitude 
which becomes them, that their hearts may he right with God, 
They know that to be approved of men is comparatively of small 
importance. However reasonable a conceru they may indulge for 
this, they must be supremely anxious that he who seeth not as man 
secth, may regard them with an eye of approving favour. To this 
end, they are aware “that Christ must dwell in their hearts by faith,” 
and that in all their affections and views, they must be sanctified to 
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him. The same holiness to the Lord, which was the badge of the 
chief minister of the first sanctuary of Jehovah, cannot too soon be 
inscribed even on their hearts, with an impression too deep to be 
otherwise than indelible. 

Of your sanctification in the position in which by your own de- 
liberate act you are placed, we Know my friends, of no tests of out- 
ward form, or profession, or engagement, that can be sufficient, 
either to satisiy yourselves or the Church. ‘Phe only test adequate 
to such an end, ts, a conduct which nothing but sound religious 
prineiple can tuduce. Practical docility and meekuess, diligence 
and fidel.ty as to the whole appointed order of the tustitution, of 
which you now are members ; the wanifestation of no other than 
reciprocally kind and fraternal affections amoug yourselves, and a 
deportment towards all men, against which no reproach can lie; 
these will best evince that the spirit dweileth i you, with its sancti 
fying influences ; and that so far as your spiritual state is concerned, 
the most important and interesting part of your case, in reference 
to the result of the course on which you are etlering, all is as it 
should be. Instead of these graces of evangelical character, it js 
not, you are aware, too confidently to be assumed, that contrary 
qualities shall not appear, or that instead of these graces henest!y 
exhibtted, under thei semblance, may lurk qualities of real cho- 
racter, utterly Incompatible with the purpose, for which the Church 
has received you here. The merely temporal views which termin- 
ate in provision for personal maintenance tn life, the ambition to be 
distinguished by the developement of talent, in claims on public fa- 
vour, the pride of individual opinion and will, making of pupils of 
the Church, those who prematurely arrogate to be its teachers, 
mutual jealousies and dislikes, kept in action by competitions for 
ascendancy, the love of acrimonious controvercy on disputed ques- 
tions of theological inquiry, fur the sake, less of Conviction, than 
of strife and victory, these and other circumstances of evil may be 
among you, with which, there can be no congruity of the right in- 
tent of an entrance on the business here appointed you, more than 
with the genuine holiness, whieh an entrance on it, in every cuse at 
ovce requires and implies. Think it not unseasonable that you 
should be warned agaist these things. You bring with you hither, 
the common infirmity of a fallen and corrupted nature, and yeu 
bring with you inore or less, some constitutional or accidental in- 
fluences of mind and dispositions, of which the great seducer will 
never be wanting to avatl himself to your delusion, and through tt, 
the injury and dishonour of the interest, to whieh the purpose of 
your admission to the institution ts dedicated. From the evil influ- 
ence of these causes of delusion, no advantages of the place you 
are assuming, will of themselves preserve you free. Great we know, 
for all religious virtue, are those advantages. Yet neither in the 
sacred seclusion of your studies, nor in the holy example and coun- 
sels of the pious, wise and learned, to whose instruction the Church 
has here committed you, nor ia the peculiar character of your 
pursuits, keeping God and his truth and law always before your 
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minds, are we authorized to confide, in the degree which will for- 
bid us to fear for you, that you may not be superior to the dang: rs, 
to which, from the sources to which I have referred, you will be ex- 
posed. Anu/ in addition to those causes of interruption to the holi- 
ness, Which itis our main solicitude that vou should cherish and 
preserve in the sight of God, there is another to which you should 
not be imsensible. There is an anxiety for excellence in qualifica- 
tion for the sacred work before you, even for the sake of usefulness 
to the Church of God, which may throw you off yvour guard, as to 
the soundness of your individual spiritu: al state. Even inthe most 
honest zeal for God, there may be concealed from you, some un- 
hallowed affection that may betray you from the course of purity, 
eharity and truth, which it should preseribe, and which sooner or 
later may be your conscious shame, as well as the injury, by your 
meaas, of the cause, to whose interest and honour you had been 
pledged. We remind you not, my friends, of these causes of injury 
to your spiritual state and character, with any apprehension in our 
minds, that you may be discouraged or depressed by the cousidera- 


tion of their existence. Wedo so, in our anxiety, that aware of 


them as you should be, you may not be insensible to the call they 
make on you, to strive and watch against their influence. To any 
among you, if any such we could suppose there were, who already 
aware of them, teel that they cannot go on in the course on which 
they are entering, with hearts right with God, we would say in 
bounden concern for them and for the Church, pause and retrace 
your steps; relinquishing and renouncing forever, a purpose to 
which you cannot be suited, because you cannot be qualified for it, 
spiritually, as it requires. T’o the rest we would say, and to all 
who are sincerely concerned to fulfil this purpose as the y should, 
and in order to this to be in all respects worthy of the sanction and 
blessing of heaven in its pursuit, and who feel and are persuaded 
that by assiduous exertion agaiust the evil of their nature and the 
world, they may be so, be imstant in prayer for grace to help and 
to sustain you, in all that is good; let habitual self inspection, 
keep you aware of whatsoever must be repented of and renounced, 
as inconsistent with gg religion; be unceasingly mindful of 
the presence with you, of that God, “to whom all hearts are 
open, and from whom no secrets are hid;” be constant in the best 
and holiest frame of affections you can carry with you to them, in 
the use of all the appointed means of grace; let the sensibility of 
conscience be quickened more and more by a studious attention 
to its dictates, under the light of the word of God, to every defect 
of conduct, every deviation from the path of conscious obligation, 
And to these means of your being kept in the way of that holiness, 
which is the will of God concerning you, let me only subjoin, as 
subsidiary ones of no small importance e, first the continual preserva- 
tion in your minds of the deep impression of the gloy of God in the 
diffusion of his “trath as it is in Jesus,” and the immortal happiness 
of men, as the only motive that should actuate you, and without 
which it were criminal for you to proceed to the calling you are 
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contemplating; and secondly the solemn consideration, in the paves 
of the history of the C hureh, which will for you be classical, of | 
dishonour aud evil it has vari' usly sustatine ‘d, by uvholy men o i. 
truded by the power of their selfish: avnbition, or otherwise depraved 
and odious desires and views, inte its iminisiry. How many souls, 
of immortal beings will you be led thus to see, lost to all hope of 
the inheritance which the precious death and passion of the Son of 
God had purchased! With what horror will the thought affect you, 
that you by an unholy ministry, might share the guiit of such de- 
strovers ; that vour fe llow men led in the wi iy of a false Christianity, 
or turned away from the truth, through any delusion of which you 
had been tostrumental, might perish forever from the presence of 
the Lord! It may, indeed, be, that not on the deluded, but on the 
deluders only in religion, may rest all the weight of the wrath of 
God: that to the accout of them, who holding the truth in unright- 
eousness, had shewn to men uot the way of salvation, but of error 
and confusion, may be charged all the consequences of the tromea- 
surable evil. Who can but shudder at the thought of the dé stiny 
that for eternity must await the authors of such evil! Who that 
has the ministry of holy things committed to him, will vot with 
trembling supplication advert to that destiny, and fervently implore 
the grace that may deliver him from the crime of which it canuot 
but he the penalty! ‘* Whosoever shall offend one of these linle 
ones that believe in me, (said he whose word cannot fail,) it were 
better for him, that a mill-stone were hanged about bis neck, and 
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” 

tains 


FOR THE GOSPEL Mt SSENGIR. 


SUDDEN CONVERSION. 


Amid all the odium undeservedly cast upon our communion, I do 
verily believe, that we demand far higher evidence of the soul’s 
conversion than most of our aecusers. They often appear to be 
satisfied with the sighs and tears, the repentance, prayers, and faith, 
of aday = The related experience of an hour is by no means an 
uncommon criterion, through which they are ready to welcome the 
returning prodig: il, as a new creature in Christ Jesus. But we are 
apprehensive, that these timpressions may pass away, as the morning 
clond and the early dew. We are confident, that a life of holiness 
is the only legitimate evidence of our having actually taken up the 
cross of Christ, and tollowed him in the regeneration 

To be plain, brethren, we are doubtful of sudden conversions. 
We fear that the feelings are more excited, and the imagination 
inflamed, than the judgment convinced, or the heart purified. It is 
not that we dislike revivals of religion. Every faithful minister of 
Jesus fervently pravs, that the hearts of all men may bow before 
the golden scep're of [nmanuel. 

But we cannot, with the view of producing a general excitement, 
adopt any expedients unknown to the Scriptures, and unauthorized 
by the practice of Christ and his Apostles. Equally opposed to pre- 
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cipitation on the one hand, and to procrastination on the other, we 
ennpot uvoid recommending, that bo the most hoportant transection 
of thes lite, the greatest exre should be taken that our resolutions 
are deliberately formed, our principles clearly understood, our mo- 
tives fairly canvassed, our afiections deeply engaged, and our hearts 
firmly set Upon witnessing a good coufession et ey God aid man. 
—_ CHAPMAN. 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A CATLCHISM. 


Q. How was Adam created ? 

H. was created in the image of God. 

&. Iv what did the image of God cousist? 

A. lt consisted in purity and reetitude of mind, in being endow- 
ed with reason, and an immortal soul. 

ig. Where was Adam put after God created him? 

A. 1s the garden of Eden. 

Q. What business did God assign him there ¢ 

A. He was to dress and kee p the garden. 

Q. Had our great progenitor leave to live unemployed ? 

A. No, he was required to be active. 

q. What docs this show ? 

A. The obligations men are under to diligence and activity. 

Q What is meant by Leeping the garden? 

A. [Ts guard and defend it trom wild beasts and birds. 

Q. But was this all? 

A, No, Providence did not place him there merely as a secare- 
crow. but something further is meant. 

Q Wha then is tally intended by & eping of the garden? 

A. Tt tuplies nothing less than for Adan to guard both himself 
and terrestrial dwelling from the foul savages, and dangerous in- 
ro ds of some tatrader, more, by far, to be dreaded than the voracity 
of wilt beasts and birds. 

Q. Against whom was Adam in particular, to defend himself, 
and his glorious habitation 2? 

A. Against the incursions of that ensnaring spirit, which was 
lurking in ambush, and watching every opportunity to supplant 
Gol’s new creature, man; and, if possible , to dispossess him of all 
his happiness and glory. 

i What names A ae this evil spirit bear in Seripture ? 

The Devil, Satan, the father of lies, the roaring lion, Apol- 
wi old dragon, jon 

Q. Did God make any covenant with Adam? 

A. It is commonly so considered, though, strictly speaking, he 
gave him a law, which he required him to obey. 

Q. Did God annex any penalty to this law? 

Yes, he assured him, that if he should refuse, or neglect to 
observe und keep it, he should surely die the deaths. 

Q. Was Adam subject then to more deaths than one? 


A, Yes, he was subject to the death of the body, and the death of 


the soul; to death temporal and death eternal. 
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@. What was Adam’s reward, had he continued obedient. 

A. A life of increasing happiness and glory. 

Q. Did Adaw continue in his obedience to this original law of 
God? 

A. No, he violated it in a short time, and became obnoxious to 
the penalties anvuexed to it. 

Q. What was the consequence of Adam’s disobedience? 

A. He instantly became mortal, and also lost the image of God, 
wherein he was created. 

Q. Did this necessarily follow upon his transgression 2 

A. Yes, God bad threatened it, and his justice was obliged to 
execute it. 

Q. Did Adam’s transgression involve his posterity in a state sub- 
jectto the same loss of life and happiness ? 

A. Yes, we all fell in Adam, and lost that life and happiness in 
which he was at first created. 

@. Did God then leave Adam and his posterity, in this state of 
misery? 

A. No, he provided a ransom for him, and immediately revealed 
his design of that infinitely benevolent scheme to him. 

Q. Did God enter into covenant with our first parent to redeem 
him ? 

A. No, but the Father, who ts the first person in the ever blessed 
Trinity, entered into covenant with the Son, who is the second per- 
son in the Godhead, to do it. 

Q. Was this covenant made in time? 

A. No, it was made from all eternity. 

Q. By whom was it made? 

A. Between the Father and the Son. By creation, we were thie 
property of God the Father, by redemption, we became the property 
of God the Son. 

Q. Was there ever a time, when man was out of redemption? 

A. No, he was redeemed in the Divine council from all eternity. 

Q. Did man merit this redemption ? 

A. No, it was wholly of grace, free grace—man had no part in 
the work. 

Q. Can the same be said of our final salvation, that it is to be 
obtained without any co-operation of ours? 

A. No, we must co-operate with grace, or we cannot hereafter 
enjoy heaven and happiness. 

Q. Is there then a difference between redemption and salvation? 

A, Yes, a very essential difference, and it is for not knowing and 
making this distinction, that so many run into error conceruing 
merit. 

Q. How are redemption and final salvation to be considered ? 

A. Both are to be considered as the gift of God: but redemption 
is bestowed on us through Christ alone, and bestowed upon all 
mankind. Asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. (1 Cor. xv. 22.) He is.the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John ii. 2.) 
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Salvation is given through faith in the Redeemer upon our repen- 

tance and obedience, which we, not Christ must work out by. the 

assistance of the Holy Spirit. SENEX. 
——»_—_——_- 


NEW MEASURES FOR PROMOTING RELIGION, 


The following article is evidently from the pen of a Presbyterian. 
{tis taken from “tthe Standard,” printed at Cincinnati, a paper de- 
yoted to the interests of the denomination above named, 

“f have had the privilege of reading the * Narrative’ of the state 
of religion withiu the bounds of the Presbyterian C shure h, &c. Xe. 
during the past year, and also the * Pastoral Letter” of the General 
{ssembly to the ministers and Churches under their care. Both are 
interesting documents; the latter excellent. Were I tolerably weil 
assured that there was a general and honest coiacidence of mind 
with all who voted for that letter, then would [cherish the hope that 
the tide of innovation was on the ebb—no more, in our day, to re- 
turn upon the Presbyterian Church with its desolating waves. I 
stand in some doubt, however, on this subject, notwithstanding Tam 
told by some of the papers that it was adopted ** without a dissent- 
ing voice.” T could state many facts and considerations that pro- 
duce this hesitation of mind. One ts, the continued and earnest 
opposition to the drafting of a pastoral letter, after the narrative on 
the state of religion had been read *‘ which’ as was justly remarke d 
by Mr. Weed, ‘brought into view only the bright side of the picture,’ 
and emphatically there, as noticed by the Rev. J. Breckenridge, 
“The narrative leaves all these revivals fully sanctioned without 
the least allusion to any error connected with them.” Is it the faet, 
that when the pastoral letter was read, conviction was produced in 
the minds of the 122 who at first opposed the drafting’ Those 
ean tell who have had means of information not within my reach. 
lam warranted, however, to take the pastoral letter, as the crite- 
rion by which to judge of the statements in the narrative. 

Pastoral letter—Caution |. ‘An undue excitement should be care- 
fully avoided.” Narrative—‘On some occasions a whole congrega- 
ion, without one exception, have been prostrate before God, anxious- 
ly inquiring for salvation.” Are we not justified in supposing that 
there was very probably in this case, a good deal of mere animal 
excitement, when man, woman, and child, without one exce ption, 
in a promiscuous congregration, fall prostrate. We are not inform- 
ed how numerous the congregation was, nor what means were used 
by the ministers present, to produce this effect. But if such meas- 
ures were resorted to as those noticed in your extract from the 
Albany Journal and Telegraph, where the minister said, ‘the Holy 
Ghost tells me now that you must all pray,’ ‘upon which the whole 
30”) men, women, and children, fell upon their knees, and com- 
menced praying audibly at the same time,’ could any reasonable 
person doubt that ‘undue excitement’ prevailed and that too in con- 
sequence of improper measures used to produce it? It is not at all 
unlikely that cautions 2d and 3d of the pastoral letter, were also dis- 
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regarded at the same tine by those congregations; and these. be j 
remembered, are given in the warrative as specimens of revivals. J; 
is not necessary, vor would it be proper in ordinary circumstances, jo 
stute the minor draw-backs, arising from the occurrence of soe 
slizht deviations from strict decorum; on the other haud, itis weitior 
fair, nor really advantageous to the cause of vital piety, LO give such 
glowingly strong stateroents of cases, which, tf strictly and Litersi:y 
true, inust have beeu accompanied with much of a doubtful, if 4. 
reprehensible character. 

[I recollect very well hearing from individuals, and reading a pu). 
‘ished account, of a Presbyterian camp-meeting in the bounds o| 
the Cincinnati Synod some two or three yeurs ago, in) Which the 
representations were of a bigtly laudatory character of the eer. 
cises, order, and results of the meeting; and yet tt was well aseer- 
tained that there was au excitement, bordering almost upon fay atu. 
cism, that prevailed much throughout the occasion, with a disre- 
gadtothe order of the Charch seidom exceeded. We are to re- 
ceive such statements, made by persons deeply concerned in them, 
with many grains of allowance. Caution ‘th—* Let not apparent 
converts be ‘urried into the Coureh.”” On this potot the aarr vise 
gives us no direet information by which to judge how far such a 
caution his been regarded, or otherwise; we are referred by fo osor 
the details of the revivals, to the pablie vehicles of iatellig. ace, 
To a certain extent, thea, these public statements are author y; 
and ain fT not warrauted in saying thatta a large aurober, if no a 
majority of the revivals noticed in the public prints of the last year, 
those considered as subjects were hurried into the Church with a 
witness? The feeling seemed to be the same with that of a pro- 
phet of our own here in the west, some two or three years «zo, 
a successful advocate for hasty admissions, who IT have been tol |, 
in answer to objections mide by some against the procedure, re- 
plied, ‘let us get them into the peu, and then take care of thei 
afterwards.” Ifthe remark of the pastoral letter be correet, “that 
nothing is more directly calculated to injure ultimately the cause of 
God and our holy religion, than urging or permitting mdividu i= to 
make a public profession of religion as soou as they have experi- 
enced some serious impressious, and flatter themselves that they 
have been renewed in the temper of their minds,’ then, have we 
not great cause to join ¢renbling with our rejorcings for what iias 
been done in our Churches the past year. Caution 10;h of the pas- 
toral letter is ‘let no measures for the promotion of religious revi- 
vals be adopted, which are not sanctioned by some example or pre- 
cevt, or fur and sober inference, drawn from the word of God. 
This, and caution 4th on an excess of social meeting and exercises, 
do not square very well with the laboured article tn the narrative tn 
favour of protracted meetings, where, among other remarks, it 1s 
confidently assumed and asserted, ‘that the seal of pivine sprxo- 
BATION is visibly and indelibly fixed upon them,’ —*and from all por- 
tions of the Church we hear the 'anguare of praise, for the great 
things God has done by means of protracted meetings.’ The, 
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hereafter, according to this diction, whosoever neglecteth to get up, 
attend upon, and continue protracted meetings, must be a coutem- 
ner of at least one special means of grace. 

In that excellent form of sound words, the Shorter Catechism, 
question Ssth, we are told, in the answer, that “the outward and 
ordinary means, whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits 
of redemption are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments, 
aud prayer: all which are made effectual to the elect for salvation.” 
[ am constrained to remark also, that there runs through almost the 
whole production, a strain of ostentation, that but illy comports 
with that modest, humble, simple style which, though too seldom 
used on such occasions, is the only proper one for them. LT know 
there is an attempt to enwrap the lofty feeling in the robe of humili- 
ty, but itis abortive. Lest this charge should be thought unjust 
without an illustration, | refer to the more than thrice repeated no- 
tice taken of the conversions of meu of learning. wealth, talent, 
and influence. Supposing it to be a fact that a number such have 
been converted, more than has ever previously been known, some 
distinct notice, perhaps, of this, in proper style, would have been 
right; but the reiteration of the notice, with the inflated language 
employed cannot but be disgusting to sober minds. Take a sain- 
ple: “In several instances, the leading persons in the community, 
consisting of professional men, men of wealth, talents, and high 
political standing, have been subdued to the obedience of faith, and 
led willingly to renounce forever all glory, excepting that which is 
found in the cross of Christ. Often has the thrilling spectacle been 
presented, before angels and men, of the wealthy and the learned, 
the eminent and high minded, falling prostrate, &c. A mighty 
host of men, high-minded, talented men, have laid their honours 
down at the Saviour’s feet.” 


En 
DEATH OF MRS. JONES, WIFE OF THE CELEBRATED REV. WM. 
JONES OF NAYLAND. 


Mrs. Jones, to whom the sketch relates, sustained ihe refation 
whose dissolution proved so severe atrinl to the survivor, for near 
half a century. The seutiment which closes the biographer’s re- 
lation, is most appropriate and touching. 

Oh the tender ties 
Close twisted with the fibres of the heart! 
Which broken, break them; and drain off the soul 
Of human joys, and make it pain to live,— 
And is it then to live?) When such friends part 
"Tis the survivor dies. 

“We had every preparatory comfort ;’’ I quote from a letter of 
the venerable survivor,—‘ and death at last came in such a form as 
to seem disarmed of his sting. A Christian clergyman of this 
neighbourhood, who is my good friend, administered the commu- 
nion to her in her bedchamber while she was well enough to kneel 
by the side of him; and he deciared to me afterward, that he was 

GOs, MES8S.—VOL. x. 3 
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charmed and editied by the sight; for that the peace of Heaven 
was visible in her countenance. IL saw the same; and I would 
have given my life if that look could have been taken and preserv- 
ed; it would have been a sermon to the end of the world. On the 
last evening, she sat with me in the parlour where L am now writ- 
ing; and I read the lessons of the day to her as usual, in the first of 
which there was this remarkable passage, *‘ and the time drew nigh 
that Israel must die.’ Of this L felt the effects, but made no re- 
marks. On her last morning, we expected ber below stairs; but, 
at eleven o’clock, as I was going out to Church to join with the 
congregation in praying for her, an alarming drowsiness had seized 
upon her, and she seemed as a person literally falling asleep: till 
at the point of noon, it appeared that she was gone; but the article 
of her dying could not be distinguished; it was more hke a trans- 
lation. 

** My loss comprehends every thing that was most valuable to me 
upon earth. I have Jost the manager, whose vigilant attention to 
my worldly affairs, and the exact méthod in ordering my family, pre- 
served my mind at liberty to pursue my studies without loss of 
time, or distraction of thought. [ have fost my almoner, who knew 
and understood the wants of the poor better than [ did; and was 
alwfys ready to supply them to the best of our ability. [have lost 
my counsellor, who generally Knew what was best to be done in 
difficult cases, and to whom LT always found it of some advantage to 
submit my compositions; and whose mind, being little disturbed 
with passions, was always inclined to peaceable and Christian mea- 
sures. I have lost my example, who always observed a s'rict me- 
thod of daily devotion, from which method nothing could divert 
her, and whose patience under every kind of trial seemed invinei- 
ble. She was blessed with the rare gift of an equal cheerful tem- 
per; and preserved it under a long course of ill health, T may say 
for forty years. To have reached her age would to her have been 
impossible without that quiet humble spirit which never admitted 
of mprmuring and complaining etther in herself or others; and 
patient quiet sufferers were the favourite objects of her private 
charities. It might be of use to some good people to know, that 
she had formed her mind after the rules of the excellent Bishop 
Taylor, in his Holy Living and Dying; an author of whom she 
was a great admirer in common with her dear friend Bishop 
Horne. I have lost my companion, whose conversation was suffi- 
cient of itself, if the world was absent—to the surprise of some of 
my neighbours, who remarked how inmuch of our time was spent in 
solitude, and wondered what we could find to converse about. But 
her mind was so well furnished, and her objects so weil selected, 
that there were few great subjects in which we had not a common 
interest.. I have lost my best friend, who, regardless of herself, 
studied my ease and advantage in every thing. These things may 
be small to others, but they are great to me: and though they are 
gone as a Vision of the night, the memory of them will always be 
upon my mind during the remainder of my journey, which L must 
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now travel alone. Nevertheless, if the word of God he my com- 
punon, and the Holy Spirit my guide, I need not be solitary—till 
I shall once more join my departed saint, never more to be sepa- 
rated; which Gop grant in his good time, according to his word 
and promise in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Curist. W. J.” 


—<h— 
ON EXTORTING CONFESSIONS OF GUILT FROM CHILDREN. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer.—Your correspondent 
Senex, in your Observer for October, has given us a very pleasing 
and useful account of his son, in which there is one circumstance 
peculiarly calling for the attention of all to whose care the educa- 
tion of youth is committed; T mean the too common mode of ex- 
torting from young children a confession of faults by means of 
threats. 

Iu this case, I speak from personal experience. 

It was my misfortune to be sent to school at so early a period, 
that I was, what is called, the fagg of the school, and subjected to 
the tyranny and oppression of the other boys. Whatever was to 
be done which was wrong, L was made the agent; and, in conse- 
quence, whatever was wrong was generally placed to my account. 
It happened, at that time, that something belonging to the mistress 
of the school was lost; by what means it was lost, is, as fur as I 
know, to this day a secret, but the guilt, as usual, was fastened upon 
me. I protested my innecence, but in vain. It must be that I had 
taken it, and, if I did not confess, 1 must be severely fogged. In 
spite of all threatenings, supported by a consciousness of my integ- 
rity, TP persisted to deny my knowledge of it. Nothing, however, 
but a confession of guilt would be accepted. To this, which not 
only the master and mistress, but the whole of the boys, affirmed to 
be ‘indispensable, what could a child (little more than six years 
old,) oppose? The consequence was, Il was made to accuse my- 
myself though perfectly innocent, in order to escape punishment. 
Under the disagreeable stigma of theft I passed my days not only 
at that schoo! ull manhood, but even for many years after; and, I 
believe to this very hour (though now upwards of threescore) IT am 
by the remaining scholars, and others to whom they have reported 
it, considered as the guilty person. 

Now, Mr. Editor, you see what a very hard and unjust case this 
is. What then I have to urge is, that parents and masters would be 
very careful of extorting confessions from children through fear of 
punishment. This is, in reality, little, if at all, better than the pro- 
ceedings of the inguisition; and, instead of supporting the cause 
of truth, is the way to take away from the mind and conscience 
that firm adherence to it, which is essential toa great and useful 
character. Verax. 


Soe 


He who seldom thinks of Heaven, is not likely to get thither; 
as the ouly way to hit the mark is to keep the eye fixed on it. 








On Dreams. | Jan. 


DREAMS. 
(From Fox's Martyrology.) 

“When the persecution against the protestants was at its height 
in the reign of Queen Mary, there was only oue congregation left 
in London, to which one Mr. Rough belonged, who had in his 
keeping a roll wherein all the names were entered. It happened 
one night that Mr. Cuthbert Simpson dreamed, that Rough was 
taken and the roll in his pocket. Simpson awoke and afterwards 
falling asleep, had the same dream again. In the morning he re- 
lated the circumstance to Rough who reproved bim for his weak- 
ness, telling him that dreams were but fancies, and that Christians 
ought not to regard them; but Simpson whose mind was strongly 
impressed with what had happened, adjured him soleinnly to give 
up the roll, lest his obstinacy might endanger the lives of many in- 
noceut persons. tl pon this Rough consente d, and within two or 
three days he was apprehended, and had the list been found upon 
hitn the whole congregation would have probably lost their lives.” 

The above ancedote has often been regarded with great interest, 
and by many as an evidence of the direct interposition of Divine 
Providence. Now while tam fir from doubting that dreams are 
often made highly useful, and in the course of Providence, solemn- 
ly mouitory, [ cannot believe that their influence, since the age of 
miracles, is ever to be regarded in the light of extraordinary int- 
matious from God, or such directions of his spirit as to amount to 
positive authority. The case quoted above shall be taken as illus- 
trative of my meaning. 

That Mr. Cuthbert Simpson, a member of the only. remaining 
congregation of Protestants in London, at a certain time in the 
reign of Queen Mary, and who koew that the list of the Parish to 
which he was attached was in the hands of his neighbour, Mr. 
R ugh, should have gone to bis rest in a season of universal and 
intense excitement and dieamed that Rough with his list in his poe- 
ket was apprehended and thereby made instrumental to the expo- 
sure of himself and his brethren cannot be considered wonderful. 
Tiat he should not have dreamed of the troubles and dangers of 
the times would be much more extraordinary. That on falling 
asleep the second time he should have had the same dream is per- 
fectly natural; for who cannot perceive, that after ruminating upon 
the state of public affairs, agitated too in the gloomy hour of night, 
by his recent dreams, it would be very reasonable to expect that 
wien his nervous system should be quieted, so far as to permit him 
to sluwher again, that it would be wonde fal if he did not dream 
precisely the same thing?) The whole story proves nothing more 
nor less than that Mr, Cuthbert Simpson was deeply agitated and 
anxious about the welfare of the congregation, for whose prosperity 
he as well as many others was concerned. The use that Mr. Simp- 
son made of his dream, directs us to the advantage that may fre- 
quently be derived from all such operations of the mind; and so far 
they are no dovbt, not unfrequently to be regarded precisely like 
many of our waking thoughts,—the intimations of the Holy Spirit 
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of God, but without any miraculous characteristic; forthe moment 
we admit such characteristic, we ploce ourselves in an age of inspi- 
ration. In many respects dreams may be made highly useful. For 
instance, the man of violent passions, at the close of the day on 
which he has suflered his anger to rise to great height, dreams of a 
furious quarrel, in which he thinks, if thinking it may be called, 
that he has killed bis neighbour, As he awakes, if he has one 
grup of prous feeling he will bless God that ‘it was but a dream,’ 
and he will also feel admonished of the importance of striving for 
the mastery of bis unruly temper. The oppressor dreams he is 
reproached by the widow and fatherless, with the unlawfully ac- 
quired possession which was their sole dependence for comfort, and 
if he does not look well to the matter of his accountability for what 
he enjoys, he will be chargeable with tremendous interest when he 
comes to the last audit, and we must think that in this way the fin- 
ger of Providence point~ him to that restitution, which [ believe to 
be indispeusable to God’s favour in the world to come. So the 
dronkard may dream of the reproach which perhaps was never utter- 
ed in his hearing, and he should regard that dream as the solemn 
adwonition of Providence. The reader may supply himself with 
many cases of this nature, in which dreams are highly useful, with- 
out arraying them in mirsculous garments.x—Auburn Gos. Mess. 


SS 








POETRY. 


The following is from a very old Bible. We have not changed the Spelling. 
OF THE INCOMPARKABLE TREASURE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


With a Prayer for the true use of the same. 


Esai 12 3 and 49 Here is the Spring where waters flow, 

10. verse 21, i6. To quench our heat of sinne: 

and 22, 17. Here is the Tree where Trueth doth grow, 

Jerem 33 15 To leade our lives therein: 

Psal. 119, 160. Here is the Judge that stints the strife, 

verse 2, 7 and When men's devices faile: 

22 Psal. 119. Here is the Bread that feeds the life, 

142, 144 John 6. 35, That death can not assaile. 

Luke 2, 10. The tidings of Salvation deere, 
Comes to our ears from hence; 

Ephes. 6, 16 The fortresse of our Faith is heere, 
And shield of our defence. 

Matt. 17, 6. , Then be not like the hogge, that hath 
A pearle at his desire, 

2 Pet. 2, 12. And takes more pleasure of the trough 
And wallowing in the mire, 

Maiti. 6, 22. Reade not this Booke, im any case, 


But with a single eye: 
Psal. 119, 27, 73. Reade not, but first desire God's grace, 


To understand thereby. ; 

Jude 20,) Pray still in faith, with this respect, 
‘To fructifie therein 

Psal. 119, 11. That knowledge may bring this effect, 
To mortifie thy sinne. 

Joshua 1,8. Then happy thou, in all thy life, 

Psal. |, 1, 2. What so to thee befalles. 

Psal. 94, 12, 13. Yea, double happy shalt thou be, 


When God by death thee calles. 
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O gracious God and most merciful Father, which hast veuchsafed vs the rich ang 
precious iewell of thy holy Word, assist vs wi h thy spirit, that it may be written jg 
our hearts to our everlasting comtort, to reforme vs, to renew vs according to thing 
owne image, to build vs up, and edifie vs into the perfect building of thy Chriy 
sanctifying and increasing in vs all heavenly vertues. Grant this, O heavenly fa. 
ther for Jesus Christes sake. Amen.——I1615. 
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RUILIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


—~>— 

Confirmatior.—The annual administration of this ordinance fo; 

the Churches of this city, was held on Friday, the 7th of December, 
in St. Philip’s Church, whea 50 persons received that holy rite. 


Sunday School, St. Paul’s, Charleston. —From the very interest. 
ing annual report we have room only for what follows :— 

“Tu humble reliance on Divine approbation, we cannot but indulge 
the belief, that much seed has been sown in this soil, which wil! 
spring up and bloom and flourish in immortal day. The instruc- 
tions here extended, though apparently, in some instances, occasion- 
ing no decided impressions, will doubtless be remembered, long 
after the period of their communication, and many an individual, 
who now seems insensible to the vaiue of the truths, he has the 
means of imbibing, may at some future time, revert with sw elling 
heart and uplifted eye, to the blessed opportunities he here possess- 
ed, of becoming acquainted with the principles and importance of 
our holy religion. The foundation may be imperceptibly laid in 
this School, for the formation of many a valuable character and the 
lessons of virtue and piety here incu!cated, may, at no distant period, 
impart increased stability to the Church, and an exalted tone of 
moral sentiment and feeling to society. Like bread cast upon the 
waters, their fruits may be seen after many days and may finally 
ripen into perfection in that heavenly kingdom, to the entrance 
upon which, an association of this nature is so well calculated 
abundantly to administer. Indeed, we are not even vow, without 
evidence of the affection and gratitude, with which same of the 
former scholars have recurred, and others may hereafter recur to 
the means of religious edification, in which they here participated, 
and we record with heartfelt satisfaction, the following extracts from 
the letters of two interesting young females to their teacher, aflord- 
ing at once, a gratifying tribute of respect to her, and a proper es- 
timation of the value of the instruction she endeavoured to convey 
tothem. One of them says, “Lt cannot help thinking you wi!! be 
pleased to hear, of the entire change of feelings, which has taken 
place in two of your scholars, and that through the mercy of God, 
they have been brought to see that all earthly hopes are vain, all 
earthly pleasures empty, and I think [ can add sincerely, they have 
received ard now feel that peace which God alone can give. How 
little did I know what a blessing God had in store for me and how 
soon I should change the shadow of happiness, for the substance. 
It was not until this change that I was able to see the real advan- 
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oh and rave of Sunday Schools, nor can I now recur to that time without 
thine emotions of regret, at having so little improved the opportunity I ; 
"hrist, then enjoyed, of acquiring scriptural knowledge. lhe other writes 4 
y Fe “| think you should be intormed of every thing connected with the 

| : 7 





spiritual concerns of one, whom you instructed for more than two 
years, and I know it will give you pleasure to hcar from myself, 
that | have been enabled by the grace of God, to make choice of 
Christ Jesus as my portion for time and eternity.” 

“In the present enlightened condition of society, there are com- 












e for paratively few, who will question the { oportance of religious educa- 
ber, tion. Without it, men are sensible, the foundations of all our 
‘ institutions would be prostrated in the dust, and infidelity would 

stalk in desolating triumph, over their ruins. Most parents would 
-_ carnestly desire to see their children growing up in the fear of God, 





and know, to this end, how infinitely essential it is, to employ the 







ulge period of infancy and youth, to rstil into their minds those truths, 
_ which they will ever retain, and which, if they duly improve them, 3 


































an will be to them in after life, an “anchor of the soul sure and stead. 
— fast.” It is to assist parents in imparting lessous of piety to their 
ong children, that this school is designed. Here, in the house of God, 
nat, they may early learn his will, and be instructed in those principles, 
me which will adorn any station in life, they may subsequently fill, will 
ing prepare them for usefulness on earth and felicity in heaven. Here c 
qe? we teachers of worth and character, freely devoting a portion of : 
be their time, and exerting their ability, on the return of every Lord’s 
in day, in the work of directing them in the “way they should go.” : 
“ry The precepts they acquire under the paternal roof, may here be re- j 
od, peated and enforced, under circumstances of greater solemnity, and ! 
of the lessons of spiritual wisdom communicated to them through the 4 
the week, might here receive a confirmation, which would ensure thei , 
"y perpetuity. In every point of view, the school holds out advan- f 
far tages, it may be sinful to forego, and every Christian parent should 
ed ponder well, whether the eternal condition of the tender offspring, 
“a with whom God has blessed his fire-side and his board, might not 
ne be made to depend on his extending to them, the benefits of this t 
- invaluable institution. * 
d, “But we return to the details of the school, from which we fear, Fi 
the interest of the preceeding contemplations, has too long detained 
d- us. The whole number of scholars at present on the register, is ; 
at 175, exhibiting an increase within the year of 60. Of those who 
3 have entered since January, 36 are males and 24 females, and the i 
be whole of the latter description of perons, attached to the school, 
are 80, and of the former 95. There are altogether sixteen classes, 
d, exclusive of the infant department, varying as to the number and : 
tt capacities of their members. Eleven are under the direction of ; 
tb ladies and five of gentlemen. The three first, are composed en- 
ai tirely of young persons, between 12 and 18 years of age, the others 
4 are made up principally of children, between 6 and 12 years old. 
. The first class in the female division, embraces 3 young ladies who 


have arrived at such a period of life, as may enable them to compre- 
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hend the value ‘of the instruction they here receive, and who, by 
their punctuality and attention, afford a reasonable ground for the 
belief, that they are not insensible to it. In the two first classes of 
the male division, the boys are likewise of sufficient maturity, to 
estimate the advantages which are furnished them, and in a ¢ Ww 
instances at least, the knowledge here communicated, seems to be 
duly appreciated. The youths who form them are generally titel. 
ligent, some of them indeed remarkably so, and however, in rey apd 
to a portion of them, these opportunities may be now tmisitproy, d, 
we yet entertain the hope, that the fruits of the spiritual privile. ses, 
they are indulged with, may be hereafter manifested in them, by q 
“holy walk and godly conversation.” The teachers in both the 
white and coloured schools, are chiefly communicants, and realiz- 
ing we trust, the solemnity of their obligations, are desirous to bri). 
to the performance of their duty, an anxious zeal for the welfare of 
their scholars, and for the extension through them, of the kingdom 
of our blessed Redeemer = Six of the individuals of whom we are 
now speaking, have themselves been members of the school, ind 
nre now practically illustrating the benefits they therein experienced, 
by employing their time and ability, in imparting then: to others, 
In some cases, the happy effects of the institution, in ingratiing 
sentiments of piety on the minds of its subjects, have been alre: dy 
signally and beautifully exemplified. 

“E very parent must be aware of the consequence it is to the com- 
munity, that the conduct of his child should be reguiated by the 
rules of propriety, : and we accordingly find, among almost all orders 
of socitey, a strict attention to the formation of such habits sad 
principles in their children, as may direct them in their intercourse 
with the world, to respectability and reputation. But, if justly eon- 
sidered, of how much greater magnitude ts it, that the utmost pains 
should be resorted to, to impress the young with the necessity, of 
paving a suitable respect, at least, to the conceras and circamstan- 
ces of religion! What might not be effected by the constant cn- 
forcement ina family, upon the minds of its members, of the worth 
for time and eternity, of religious acquisitions? What might not be 
gaine ‘d fron: the exertion by a parent, of his influence, in conveying 
to his children the impression, that upon the use or abuse of | 
privileges they are here possessed of must depend their e1 ailoes 
happiness or misery; that they should not loiter on the way. or under 
the porch,* or behave boisterously and indecorously in the school, 
but that their deportment while attending on its exercises, should 
be of a character, corresponding with the objects of the institution 
and should be. marked by the reverence, which belongs to the tem- 


* We are much obliged to the author for this hint, “Keep thy foot when thou 
goest to the house of God” is a precept not sufficiently regarded by those (we la 
ment there are so many young and old.) who linger at the porch, onversing on 
all sorts of subjects, and obstructing the way to the great annoyance of diffident 
females, when they ought to be sitting in their pews, meditating on the eolapn 
business in which they are about to be engaged. This practice of loitering about 
the Church premises until the service has began, if not peculiar to our di <e 
both in town and country. is certainly not so noticeable at the North, at least i 


the large cities there.—Lditors. 
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ple and worship of God. In the diligent use of these means, on 
the part of the parents, the good order of the school would be 
greatly promote od, the anxieties of the teachers ameliorated and the 
interests of the scholars themselves, most essentially enhaneed, 

“In conclusion, we sincerely recommend the school to the patron- 
age and encouragement of all those, who m: iV rejoice in its success, 
and to the continued zeal and perseverance e of its teachers. We see 
in at, the materials for future ornaments to societ ty—for future glory 
tothe Church. We delight in the contemplation of the rich harvest 
of blessings, which may be hence poured forth, to gladden the ‘:eart 
of the Clristian, and swell the triumphs of the cross; and while we 
look at the large and interesting group of little ones ocsasionally 
assembled on this sacred spot, with the affecting reflections, that 
are said to have moisened the cheeks of an ancient warrior, at the 
survey Of his army, we are at the same time, animated with the hope, 
wi iuspired with the prayer, that they may at length be gathered 
together, as one blissful family in the paradise of God. 

Protestant Episcopal Public School. New- York.—This is an old 
flourishing religious charity. It has fully proved the utility of the 
union of religious aud secular instruction. The present number 
of scholars is 336-80 of whom are girls. Of the 351 admitted 
since the last report (we learn trom the Churchman,) 170 were 
found to be bapuzed, 127 unbaptized, and doubtful 45; shewing 
the melancholy fact that one-half of our youthful population, in the 
class from which new children are taken, supposing these to be a 
fair measure of the whole, are growing up without any title to the 
covena sted inercies of God, their Redeemer. Such facts prove the 
great unportance of uniting religion with education, 

New- York City Ep‘scopal Mission.—The following extracts from 
the Journal of the Missionary will shew the great value of the 
Mission, similar to ours at St. Stephen’s Chapel. The account of 

}. 


aauvo— 

‘Tuesday, March 27th, 1-32.—Wrote on my sermon for Sunday 
next uutil ten o’clock. Called upon a womas in —— street, sick 
of consumption—have been here by request four or five times before ; 
found the woman unwilling to be instructed; however, called 
aguin-——more unteachable than before—left her without prayer. 
She is since dead. I have never met with so unfavorable a recep- 
tion. Next called at 71 Cliff street; another poor woman dying of 
consumption. lL have been to see her fifteen or twenty times; found 
her last winter in a garret, 106 Madison street—had her sensnved. 
She had been in extreme poverty and sickness—found her weak. 
Have had some doubts about her religious state; examined her as 
closely as | could—was satisfied. IL can now receive her as a be- 
liever in Caritst—promised to administer the sacrament to her to- 
morrow. Sang the hymn, “ Jesus, Saviour of my soul,” repeated 
4 portion of Scripture, aud prayed with her. (Since died happy.) 

GOS. MESS.—VOE, X. 
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Next called at the daily infant school; found the mistress jy 
trouble with au obstinate litthe child—took the child aside—talked 
with her—at length saw ber submit. Spent an bour in school, 
Consider the task too great for the mistress. Some improvement 
visible. 

Next called at — Cherry street; an aged female member of our 
Church dying gradually in consumption. I have administered the 
sacrament to her—too deaf to be much instructed. Sie likes to 
unite in prayer; so called and prayed. She is very humble; but 
full of doubts. (Since died happy.) 

On the step of her door as I came out, I found a number of dirty 
children—inquired if they went to school. One I found did not— 
followed her home into a house in Pelham street—tound the ino- 
ther—made many inquiries—told her L was a Church minister, and 
that there was a free Church with free schools—saw the tears come 
in hereyes. She said, “I never knew this before. I bave long 
wanted wy children baptized.” I gave her all the information and 
encouragement | could, and advised her to send two of her children 
to our daily infant school. 

Next called at No. Lt Ludlow street; a young widow; her hus- 
band, a poor young English labourer, I buried the day before yes- 
terday. Have agreed to pay three fourths of the funeral expenses 
out of my charity fund. The man died of consumption, aged 22 
years. I had visiied him often—he died happy—now called to 
console with an@ to advise the widow. She is to bring her infant 
to Church on Thursday night. 

Here | met with another young English laborer and his wif 
both communicants of the Church of England—found out thei 
circumstances and gave them advice. ‘TTold th: m of the Mission 
Church, and exhorted them to come to communion next Sunday. 
Left a dollar at a baker’s shop near by for the widow, which will 
get her twenty loaves of bread, and last her forty days. Received 
four dollars from her benevolent neighbors for part of the funeral 
expenres. 

Next called at Grove street—a mother and a wife dying of con- 
sumption. Baptized her and her two children a week since ; the 
infant just now dying. Found it difficult to awaken her attention 
in my past visits. The last time I called, she asked me if I could 
sing. I sang two hymns with her. To-day fo.lowed up the idea 
and sang agaiu the hy mu, * All glorious God, what hymns of praise,’ 
and a hymn on faith. She joined with me, although very weak. 
I read and prayed with her—disease of the depressing kind. Was 
out five hours and returned to dinner. 

After dinner.—Read in Mr. Tuckerman’s reports of the Boston 
City Mission. Shall be better able to judge of them a year hence 
—my eyes, ears, and heart are open. 

Evening. —1 went to the Mission Church, to attend a meeting of 
the Sunday School Teachers. Consulted and prayed with them— 
réturned iiome at nine o’clock. 
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General Theological Semiuary.—The following is the number of 
students who have completed the course of study and received the 
testimonial of the Seminary. They form but a small part of those 
who have during various portions of their preparatory course, en- 
joyed its valued “privileges, very many having been prevented from 
remaining to the full term, by circumstances frequently growing out 
of the inadequacy of pecuniary means of support, during their stay 
at the institution, ; 

There were graduated in 1823, 5; in 1824,3; in 1825, 3; in 
1826, G6; in nav, 6: in 1828, 6; in 1829, 8; in 1830, 1; in Is3, 
6: in Is32, 7. Total number of alumni 51. 

There sre now at the institution 48 students; and the whole num- 
ber who have attended its exercises since its Opening, is upward of 
150. How many of these have been admitted to Holy Orders, and 
are now engaged in the active service of the Church, we have not 
at hand the means of acertatning; 42 of the graduates, however, 
are so eugaged. Many, some of them giving unusual promise of 
a bright aud useful course, have been removed by death. 

Extracts from the Consticution of the Society of Alumni:— 

“Art. t, This Soctety shall be denominated * The Associate 
Alumni of the General Theological Seminary of the Pretestant 
Epise opel Church in the United States. 

Avr. 2. The Association shall consist of all graduates of the 
Geueral Theological Seminary, and of such other persons as are, 
or may be designated as alumni, by existing or future regulations 
of the Board of Trustees, who shall have given their written assent 
to this constitution, and shall conform to its requisitions. 

Arr. 3. The object of the Association is to cherish a spirit of 
mutual interest and union among its members: to advance the cause 
of theological learning, and evangelic truth and piety, and to pro- 
mote the advantage of the institution with which it is connected. 

Arr. 4. The officers of the Association shall be a President, four 
Vicee-Presideats, a Treasurer, a Secretary, and four persons to con- 
stitute with the Secretary an Executive Committee. They shall 
annually be chosen by ballot or continue in office until their suc- 
cessors be appointed. 

The duties of the Executive Committee shall be to carry into 
effect all resolutions of the Society not otherwise assigned, and to 
manage its business in general. 

Arr. 5. It shall be expected of each member of the Association, 
that he pay annually into the treasury a sum pot less than the amount 
of one-balf per cent. of his yearly salary, and he shat! hold him- 
self obliged by all proper exertions to advance the interests of the 
Seminary in such way as his aid may be needed. 

Art. 6. The funds of the Socie ty shall be appropri: ated to the 
support of one or more sc holarships i in the Seminary, to the publi- 
cation of such writings of its members, as the Society may deem 
caleulated to promote the cause of theological learning and practi- 
cal piety, and to defray the necessary expenses of the Association, 

Arr. 8. At each annual meeting of the Association there shall 
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be chosen by ballot and upon previous nomination, two members 
with substitutes, to whom severally shall be assigned the duty «/ 
publicly preaching a sermon, and reading an cssay ora critical 
dissertation, at the next anniversary, which discourses, with their 
respective authors’ consent, shall be at the disposal of the Soe rely 
for publication, Other dissertations may be read before the Society 
1 private session. 

Rev. &. R. JOHNSON, Presivenr, 

Rev. Wu. SHELTON. Is: Vice Presipent, 

Rev. P. TRAPLIER, 2d Vice Presiwenr. 

= 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. be. Church.— 
The last annual report just published contains a large mass of in- 
teresting information. Our readers will be gratified by the follow- 
ing extracts :— 

Funds.—The amount a by the Treasurer, from May 2th, 
1831, to May 12th, 1832, is $16,443 20, and trom the last wreutioncd 
date, to October of the same year, the sum of S10,239 17. ‘thy 
contributions of the year, commencing with May bth, 121, ex 
ceed by $3,678 57, those of the preceding twelve months. 

The whole amout from South Carolina, is S445. 

Additional Members.—It is a melancholy fact, that since the meet- 
ing of the Board in I=sl, there has been an accession of but eleven 
names to the list of those who pay an annual subscription of $3 
or more, of twenty-three to the list of life members, and of twelve 
to the list of patrons. 

Whole number of members at the present time, fifty-eight. Life 
members, eighty-five; Patrons, one hundred aud eight. 

Plan for increasing the resources of the Society.—The proposition 
made by a friend of the Society in Maine, for improving the pecu- 
niary condition of this Lnstitution, by a donation of $50 per annum, 
for five years, provided ninety-nine other persons would contribute 
the same sum, has not succeeded according to the expectation ond 
desire of its benevolent author. There are at prescnt only tweuty- 
three names on the list in aid of this cause. 

Plan for accommodating the Mission to Greece with suitable build- 
ings.—In October, 1831, a letter was received from another friend 
of the Society, in Maine, enclosing ten dollars to aid in the eree- 
tion of edifices, for the accommodation of our schools and Mission 
families in Greece, and preposing the question, whether there could 
not be found within the borders of our Church, three hundred indi- 
viduals who would, in this respect, imitate bis example? ‘This con- 
tribution, together with the inquiry, having been communicated to 
the public through the medium of the Mission: ary Paper. one hun- 
dred and thirty persons have become patrous of this excellent de- 
sign, most of whom have also paid the amount of their subseriptions. 

Conclusion —On a general survey of their proceedings during tlic 
period which the foregoing report includes, the Board cannot bat 
perceive » most sensible increase of zeal, liberality, and effort, on 
the part of the members of the Church, with respect to the Enustita- 
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tion on whose concerns they are now assembled. But while they 
take pleasure in makiog this acknowledgement, the Board would 
net be anmindful of the very considerable extension of some of the 


li-sions established under thei direction, and of the absolute im- 


portance of augmented exertions, in order to provide the means 
essential to as enlarged a scale of operations, 


Standard Prayer Book.—The General Convention, at its recent 
session, adopted the Duedecime Edition of the Book of Con unon 
Prayer, published by the Protestant Episcopal Press in I=32, as the 
standard book, to which new editions are required to conform. 
—_— 
NEW PB. CATIONS. 

Origines Liturgica, or Antiquities of the English Rilual, and a Dissertation on 
Primitive Liturgies. By the Rev. William Palmer, M. A. of Worcester College, 
Oxjord. 2 vol. Svo. Oxford, Isoz. 

\. e have looked over this work with considerable attention, and are indebted 
to it for much interesting and useful information on several important subjects. 
It is exactly the kind of work which was wanted for students of divinity and 
young divines, and will be found equally useful to others who desire to know 
something of the distinetive character of their Church. lt will be highly gratity- 
ing to the Churchman to be able, satisfactorily, to trace to the earliest Christian 
ages. the origin of the formularies which are now in use in the various Episcopal 
Churches in the world; Sut, more particularly, in that of his own Various as 
they are, Many of them can be traced toa common origin. The author names 
the primitive liturgies to be: that of Antioch, Caesarea, Constantinople, Alexan- 
dria. Uphesus. Rome, Milan, Africa, Gaul, Spain, Britain and Treland, Armenia; 
and the Nestorian, and the Indian Liturgies“ After a caretul examination,” says 
Mr Palmer, “of the primitive liturgies of the Christian Church, it appears to me, 
that they may all be reduced to tour, which have been used in different Churches 
from a period of profound antiquity. The first may be entitled the Great Criental 
Liturgy, as it seems to have prevailed in all the Christian Churches trom the Eu- 
phrates to the Hellespont, and from the Hellespont to the southern extremity of 
Greece The second was the Alexandrian, which from time immemorial has 
been the Liturey of Egypt. Abyssinia, and the country extending along the Med- 
iterranean sea towards the West ‘The third was the Roman, whieh prevailed 
throughout the whole of Italy, Sicily. and the civil diocese of Africa The fourth 
was the Gaflican, which was used throughout Gaul and Spain, and probably in 
the Exarchate of tphesus until the fourth century. These four great . iturzies 
appear to have been the parents of all the forms now extant, and indeed of all 
which we can in any manner discover: and their antiquity was so very remote, 
their use so extensive in those ages when Bishops were most independent, that it 
seems difficult to place their originat alo er period than the Apostolic age.” 

After deseribing the liturgy of each particular national Charch, the author con- 
cludes the first volume with the antiquities of the fnglish Ritual On this subject 
he remarks, that “the English Prayer Book was not composed in a few years, nor 
by afew men: it has descended to us with the improvements and the approba- 
tion of mary centuries: and they who truly f el the calm and sublime elevation 
of our hymns an’ prayers, participate in the spirit of primitive devotion. The 
great majority of our formularies are actually translated from the Latin and Greek 
rituals, which have been used for at least fourteen or fifteen hundred years in the 
Christian Church: and there is scarcely a portion of our Prayer Book, which can- 
not in some way be traced to ancient offices.” 

The second volume is a continuation of the antiquities of the English Ritual. 
and treats particularly of the various offices of Morning and Eveving Prayer; the 
holy Communion; Baptism; Confirmation; Matrimony; Visitation of the sick ; 
Burial of the Dead; Ordinations, &c.. and the eeclesiastical vestments, with 
plates of the official costumes of the various sacerdotal orders in the Christian 
Church: and coneludes with what every good book should have, a copious index. 
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It affords us much pleasure to state, that Messrs. Swords, Stanford, & Co., of 
New York, intend to publish an edition of this useful work, in which we heartily 
wish them success. Every Episcopal Clergyman should have a copy in his library 
and every student of divinity, should make it familiar to bis mind. : 

A Sermon at the opening of the first Convention after his entering on the duties of 
his Episcopate: delivered in St. Paul’s Chu.ch, Edenton, N. C. May, 1832: By the 
Right Reverend Levi Silliman Ives, D.D. Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the State of North Carolina. 

Unavoidable circumstances bave prevented an earlier notice of this sensible, 
comprehensive, orthodox discourse 

The text is 1 Cor. ii 1, 2. * And L, Brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto vou the testimony of God; 
for I Setavisncd not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Curist, and 
him crucified.” Iuteresting and very appropriate is the application of this text to 
the occasion. 

“ When the most unlooked for event of my having been chosen to the office ot 
a Bishop in the Church of Gop was first made known to me, [ could think of little 
but my anworthiness and insufficiency. ‘The magnitude of such an office; its dig- 
nity; its sacredness; its demands of wisdom, of labor, of self-denial in the particular 
region where | was called to exersise its ‘unctions; all united, with the characters 
of difficulty impressed upon it by the masterhand which has just performed so emi- 
nently and with such prodigious strength its high requirement, to elevate it before 
my mind ina light truly appalling: and it was not till the circumstances of the 
case induced the belief that the providence of God directed me to this scene of 
duty; till prayerful meditation led me to perceive that, in my appointment, He 
had followed the usual line of his proceedings, cheosing the weak things of thi 
world to confound the things which are mighty; that 1 could feel assured of not act- 
ing presumptuously in accepting this dificult and most responsible charge. 

“" Wheu, therefore, | came to you, Brethren, [ came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God; for I determined 
not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified:” and 
now, although | am with you in weakness, and in fear, andin much trembling, yet 
strong is iny confidence that God will be with me: that He, who hath given his 
promise to his misisters, ‘Lo, Lam with you always, even unto the end of the 
world,’ will not now leave His servant, unworthy as he may be, to the discourage- 
ments of unblest exertion, but will uphold him by the right hand of His power, 
and make him an instrument of some good to His Church When L inquire tor 
human strength or fitness, my heart is indeed desolate within me, but God is th 
strength of my heart, and to Hii will [ look as my portion for ever. 

The subject is thus stated, * What then is our message to sinners? To answe 
this inquiry, and to make a suitable application of the subject, is my design on 
the present occasion’ 

The heads of the discourse are, 1. The deep and general corruption of human 
nature: 2 ‘The value and freeness of the gilt of eternal life, th. ough the righteous- 
ness and death of the only begotten Son of God. 3. ‘The office of Gospel fait! 
in the scheme of redemption: 4. The conversion of the sinnerto God: 5. The 
divine'y appointed means of attaining for our conversion and sanctification, the 
necessary dids of the Holy Spirit. Uuder the second head, we have these just 
and seasonable remarks. 

“The unsanctified heart of man, in order to evade the humiliating resort of 
utter dependence upon another, may perhaps satisfy itself with a reference to the 
merits of Christ for just enough to make up the deficiencies of what it esteems 
an almost perfect life, or to render that life acceptable at the bar of judgment; tn 
the same manner as the influence of a powerful triend sometimes gives success to 
our petitions with the great. But when we apply our minds honestly to the truth 
as exhibited by St. Paul, we shall at once see the folly of all these evasions, and 
be led to the conclusion, however mortifying to our pride, that we are miserable, 
unprofitable sinners, in the midst of our best services, dependent, and exclusively, 
upon the atoning merits of Christ, for salvation from hell, and for admittance to 
heaven. That neither faith, nor works, nor any thing else belonging to us, enters, 
in any sense, into the procuring cause of our justification; but that the purchase 
of this is alone the blood-perfected righteousness of a crucified Redeemer. On 
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no other ground could the Apostle, with any semblance of reason, declare, that 
we are justified re ely by the grace of God, through the red: mplion, thal is in Christ 
Jesus Bu, as | said, the micrits of this redempuon tiust be appropriated to our 
selves by means of faith, as an instrument. In better words, * God so loved th 
world, that be gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever Lelieveih in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting lile a 

Under the third head these: “It will be perceived that I regard faith, in the 
apostolic sense, as something more than a mental acquisition, than a bare conviction 
of the understanding, however clear, that the truths and events of the Gospel ure 
sustained by proper evidence; that Lregard it, in short, as a moral virtue, der ply 
seated in the heart; and not only interesting that heart in the economy of divi, ° 
grace genera'ly, but causing it to repose entirely and with animating trust, in the 
merits of a crucified Redeemer tor the giit ot eternal lite. ‘ Fawdh,’ in the words of 
st Paul, ‘is the subsiance of things hoped tor;’ that is, it so impresses these things 
upon the heart and mind, as to give them, by certain effect, an actual subsis ence. 
It is the evidence of things not seen,’ ‘being, as it were, the eye of the mind 
looking to the blood of Christ, and thereby inwardly warming the affections to a 
firm reliance upon it,’ and entire acquiesceuce in the rules of holy living it enjuins. 

“Phe query, | am aware, may here Le made, ‘Whether no salvation will be 
granted, except its blessings have been sealed to us in baptism ?—whether a man 
possessing fai/h and neglecting baptism may not finally be saved?’ Our answer 
is, ‘The mercy o: Gop is everlasting,’ and may be extended beyond the institu- 
tions Which he bas established for its ordinary conveyance ; but that we have no 
warrant lor committing our spiritaal interest to such an expectation ; and that our 
attempt to do so is the strongest evidence against the genuineness of our faith A 
man may be satisfied that he has paid the tull price demanded for an estate ; still 
you will hardly see bim entering upon the unconcerned possession of it, till it has 
been secured to him by the proper legal instrument. So with the true child of 
God, he may be persuaded that Christ has cancelled the debt due for bis sins to 
divine justice, and that he possesses the faith requisite to his justification : still you 
will not find him resting bere, so long as he perceives that this justification is to be 
ratified by entering into external covenant with bis heavenly Father ‘Lhe genu- 
ine disciple of Jesus finds no non-essentials among the requirements of that Gop 
who made and redeemed him. Sutlcient for him to know, that so great, so good 
a being demands his service Iu his view, duty is binding because Gop commands 
it; is profitable because the appointed medinm of his blessing. The language ot 
such a oue is nol, ‘what may ft omit and finally arrive at heaven?’ but that of St 
Paul, ‘Lorp, what wilt thou bave me to do?’”’ 

And under the fifth as toilows: ‘It is highly important that we guard against 
the error which many timid persons, under the influence of fanatical prejudice 
fall into, of expecting in themselves the ripe truits of the >pirit before they enter, 
upon that process of divine culture, which alone is designed to bring these fruits 
to pertection. Keligiou. in the soul of man, as uniformly set forth in the word of 
God, has a state of infancy and of manhood; and he who demands of the ‘ babe 
in Christ’ the same evidences of conversion as of him who has arrived at the 
‘tullness of his stature,’ acts in opposition to the instructions of our great High 
Priest, who did nut break ine bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. 

In the concluding address to the Clergy he says: ‘ Determine with St. Paal, 
not only not to preach, but not to know any thing, among your people, save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. Keep far from these heavenly doctrines, all questions 
of merely earthly policy. Let them not become fettered and weighed down by 
the devices of man’s wisdom: they are able to stand alone—yea to have free 
course and be glorified without any adventitious aid. Their own life giving pow- 
er, if lett unembarrassed, will ever prove a match for any opposition they may 
meet. Jesus Christ has furnished in his Church sufficient means to give due effect 
tohis word. Let us not, then, seek to engraft any thing upon these with the vain 
hope ot producing a salutary influence upon human passion, to which they are not 
adequate. Any such attempt, though it may subserve a temporary purpose, will 
end in evilto the cause of our Redeemer. 

And in conclusion, let us be persuaded to enforce ouf preaching by our lives; to 
show in those lives that we have been with Jesus; that we bear about in our bo- 
dies the dying of the Lord. Let us keep ourselves from the entanglements of 
sense; that we may stand in bold relief before our people and the world, as the 
ambassadors of a divine aud crucified Master. 
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Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina. 

The Treasurer reports the Rev. T. J Young. a new annual member. 

The Librarian acknowledges the tollowing donation to the Library— 

By the Right Rev Bishop Bowen —Seventy-five copies of a tract, entitled, 
“ Brief Reflections on the Duty of being Confirmed, addressed to persons con- 
templating to be co firmed, and others; to which are added, observations on the 
Office and duties of sponsors in baptism, seeond edition Also a Catechism, proper 
to be studied by young persons preparing to be coafirmed, with the belp of parents 
or adult religious friends 1832, pp 2. 

By the same.—Seventy five copies of an extract from Bishop Beveridge’s Fssay 
on the Necessity and Advantage of Frequent Communion. showing in answer to 
the objection, of want of preparation, What preparation makes a worthy Commu- 
nicant.—8 pp. 


The Librarian of the “ Episcopal Female, Bible, Prayer Book and Tract %o- 
ciety,” acknowledges the .onation by the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, of 20 cop 
of each of the above tracts for distribution. 

——— 


BPISCOPAL AcTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen Bishop of the P. E. Church in South-Carolina:— 
On. Friday. December 2st. P52. 59 ot. Michaet’s Charelb Charleston, Mr Charles 
Edward Leverett, was adinitied to the Holy Orde: Deacons 

By the Right Rev. Dr. BT. Onderdonk, Bishop of the PE Church in N. Vork.— 
On Wednesday, December 12th. 1832, in Christ Church, New-York Me Francis 
Tremayne, and Mr. Hobart M. Bartlett, were admitted to the Holy Order of Vea 
cons 

By the Right Rev Dr M'Ilvane, Bishop 0f Ohio.—On Sunday, December 2d, 
1832, in Gamvier, the Rev. C. W. Fitch, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Or- 
der of Priests. 

-- —-- — 


CALENDAR FOR JANUARY. 
. Circumcision 
Epiphany. 
3. First Sunday after Epiphany. 
. Second Sunday after Epiphany. 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
. Day of Thanksgiving, Humiliation and Prayer, appointed by the Civil Con 
vention of South ( arolina. 





DIOCESE OF sOUTH nia ty, 
January, 2d 1833. 


The 45th Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Dio- 
cese, will be held on the second Wednesday, being the 13th day of February next. 
in St. Michael’s Church, Charleston. The Clergy who are entitled to seats, and 
the Lay-Delegats of Parishes and Churches, are requested to attend. Divine ser- 
vice will commence at half-past 10 o'clock. 


FREDERICK DALCHO, 
Secretary of the Convention. 


; ERRATUM. 
Vol. 9 page 377, line 12 from the top, for “concurred,” read not concurred in 





